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Teany received an eye enucleation after
scarring caused by an injury she had asa
kitten made her eye too large for the :
socket and it became difficult to open Clay, a 41/2 year old Chow/Husky mix
and close. is being treated for
Heartworm Disease.
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About Shelter Angel - How You Can Help -
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The Shelter Angel program is a medical fund that exists to provide treatment for sympathy for the suffering or distressed.

animals with special needs, whom without treatment would be considered unadopt-
able. Donations to the program are used to cover the medical costs associated with an
animal’s treatment and care.
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Your gift may be applied toward emergency or critical care, heartworm treatment, Hallabrin

spay/neuter, or other expenses needed to ensure a pet’s health and adoptability. It is

a wonderful opportunity to help a pet find a permanent, loving home. l;omeﬁ
rnes
If you are interested in becoming a Shelter Angel, please contact Linda Kaub, Donor (alumnus) WE ARE YOUR HUMANE SOCIETY
Relations Manager at lkaub@humane.org or visit our Web site to learn more. : ) .
TVSOH Skouras Did you know that Suncoast Humane Society is not funded or operated by any national humane
society or SPCA? This question came to light recently when friends mentioned to me that they had
Board of Trustees just helped us out by sending a large contribution to a national organization. They stated that they
were so taken back by the advertisements being aired on our local TV stations. They actually
David Walker thought they were giving to our “parent organization” and that it would eventually filter down our
President way.
Wendy Jankoski NOT SO....
Vice President Although national organizations help companion animals by being a resource for local shelters and
William “Steve” Dudle animal advocates, they are not involved with the sheltering of dogs, cats, or other animals in South-
Y . ! . . ,
Treasurer west FIond_a. Their heart touching TV ads, being broadcast across the country may have you believ-
ing otherwise.
Estelle Dichazi When you choose to support your local humane society or SPCA, you may be assured that your
Secretary donation goes directly towards helping those animals being sheltered or cared for in your commu-
Members At Large iy
o For 40 years, Suncoast Humane Society has been helping both animals and people throughout
Doris Bishop Southwest Florida. Our services touch the lives of many in our immediate area and beyond. These
Thomas E. Carlos, DVM, MS services include the operation of our open admissions animal care center (shelter), pet adoption
program, low cost spay/neuter, affordable preventive health care and the pet pantry.
Diane O'Driscoll : :
Many of the animals we care for have the same sad faces and even sadder stories as the ones fea-
Nancy Sholley tured in the national ads. Just ask our staff and volunteers who are involved in our wonderful
“Shelter Angel” program. This medical fund, operating on donations made by you, and others like
810°3UBLINY'MMM Executive Director you, allows us to help injured and ill pets, requiring extra medical care before finding a permanent
ﬁm'auewnq@uauewm}u; Jlewy Phi”ip R. Saner |0Vi|'|g home.
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¥2ZYE 14 ‘poomajdu] If you are reading this newsletter, Humane Happenings, “WE ARE YOUR HUMANE SOCIETY,” and we
cg/# LINY3d aAlQ ese) Ues |8/9 need your help. Only with your generous support can we continue to offer these important services
and programs. Hopefully one day soon, we will be able to afford a commercial featuring Sarah
14 VLOSYNVIN ‘SHS 03 Aj1opaJip 08 suonNguUIL0I |8 JO %001 J Mal McLachlan or another compassionate celebrity with a great voice to help us with the plight of
aivd *2181S 31 AQ UOLBPUALILIOIRY 10 10 |eAcidde “uawasiopua = animals suffering here at home.
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Fostering

“Fostering has been the best thing
we've ever done as a family. Picture
summer vacation, kids out of schoal,
running around the yard with pups or
playing with a new batch of tiny
kittens. It's a win, win for both. My
kids always wanted a puppy or a
kitten, but kids grow up and they can
lose interest. Fostering is a great
learning experience; school kids can
earn credit’s for coilege and the best
reward is knowing you've helped to
save a life or maybe 8. My kids have
left home, but | am still saving lives.
Open your home and heart to those
with cold noses. It will be one of the
best experiences of your life”

By Foster Volunteer - Laurie Smith

Volunteer Corner

Barbara Josher

Fostering doesn’t just save one life, it saves many...

For people who can’t or do not want the full-time commitment of adoption, there is an alternative that can not only save one
animal life, but many lives. Fostering is the perfect solution for temporary pet parents who can only afford to give a few:
months or weeks at a time. Whether you choose to foster litters of sick or underage kittens or puppies or an adult cat or dog
with special medical or temperament needs, you can make a world of difference for these furry friends. People often do not
realize that despite having a well run shelter, some animals just do not shelter well, which can include but are not limited to
large breed dogs such as Great Danes as well as'some cats.

Animals that do not shelter well could have a longer stay at the Humane Society, if they find a home at all; No one wants to

come to a shelter to see dogs jumping, barking and growling or a cat hissing at them, but these behaviors don’t necessarily

mean that the animal is aggressive. Imagine if you were a cat that once had the luxury of your own home and now you had
to share that space with many other cats. It can be stressful to even the most docile, easy going feline. The same goes for our
canine friends. Although they get out and exercise twice daily, the shelter does not reflect a typical home environment with
long leash walks and possibly a yard of their own. They can get bored, restless and lonely sometimes resulting in destructive

behavior or anxiety.

This does not happen to all animals that come into Suncoast Humane Society. Many adjust quickly to their new surroundings
and get adopted very quickly. For those animals who need extra time, work or a nurturing home environment, we rely on
caring foster families to help them through this transition. Would you consider opening your home while these animals await
their second chance? Please contact Jennifer Shallow at jshallow@humane.org for more information. Animals are waiting..,

From Barbara Josher:

| started volunteering at Suncoast Humane Society

in July 2009, and | love interacting with and
 meeting the new animals that come in. Volunteers
help make a big difference. We are all involved in
helping pets find permanent, loving homes. More
recently, | began to intern with the Veterinarian, Dr.
Hitesman. | love being an intern because | can help
the animals in different ways, such as temperament
testing, helping as an adoption counselor, and even
the small tasks like making sure they all get fed. |get
to see the whole story unfold from the time an
animal is surrendered then checking them for health
and temperament and ultimately seeing that these
animals find the perfect family and their own happy
ending. In the end, | believe that I'll still be
voluteering here when | am a Veterinarian myself,
because giving your time is truly rewarding.

From Kathy McGreal:
| LOVE THE CATS! | love

¥ being greeted by the staff

e85 who seems glad that | am

Kathy McGreal

To learn more about volunteering with
Suncoast Humane Society, visit www.
humane.org or e-mail Cheryl Casey at
ccasey@humane.org.

there. They have taught
me so much and | admire
the work they do and their
love of the animals. | love
my new friends who vol-
unteer with me. Their
devotion to the dogs and
cats is truly inspiring. |
love feeling that in some
small way, | might be
making a difference.
(Retired people need
purpose in their lives, and
| have found mine!)

We received a special delivery shortly after noon on Wednesday, February 9th at Suncoast Air Center in Venice. 9
dogs arrived from Walton County Animal Control via PilotsnPaws, a non-profit organization that faciliates conversa-

Special Delivery from Walton County

Compa$5f0n= (noun) a feeling of
deep sympathy and sorrow for another who is
stricken by misfortune, accompanied by a
strong desire to alleviate the suffering.

tion between pilots willing to transport live animals and animal shelters in need of their services. On this occasion,
Suncoast took in 6 puppies and 3 adult dogs from Northern Florida to help them find permanent loving homes. We

often work cooperatively with other animal shelters when there is an opportunity to do so. While our first priority
is to care for animals in our community, we had the space and an opportunity to help animals who may not have had
a chance elsewhere. After a long journey of 400 miles, 2 hours in the air and 30 minutes by van to their final destin-

Bits n’ Pieces

ation at Suncoast’s Animal Care Center, we're happy to report that all 9 dogs have found loving new homes after less

than 1 week with us. Because of you, we can help the animals who need us most and continue our important mission
of reducing the number of homeless animals and improving the quality of life. We’re making a difference thanks to

you.

Pilot, Dick Sipp arrives in Venice in
his “home-built” RV-10 from Mari-
anna, FL with his precious cargo.

-Marilu Lippert, Animal Care

. with Echo

Our veterinarian, Dr. Randy Hitesman

Preventive Care Clinic
Call for your yearly vaccination
appointment or schedule your pet's
affordable spay/neuter surgery.

(941) 474-7884

Manager (left) and Jennifer Shallow,
Director of Operations (right)

Far Left: Victor
Sands and Amelia AE.J.'
Left: Grayce Robert-~ v
son with Cessna .
Right: Nancy and
Larry Lamkay with
Bravo

Far Right: Rhonda
and Dave Gentry

Fighting the Flea

Types of commercial products available for flea control
include flea collars, shampoos, sprays, powders and dips.
Other, newer, products include oral and systemic spot on
insecticides.

In the past, topical insecticide sprays, powders and dips were
the most popular. However, the effect was often temporary.
Battling infestations requires attacking areas where the eggs,
larvae, pupae and adults all congregate. Because some stages
of a flea’s life can persist for months, chemicals with residual
action are needed and should be repeated periodically.
Sprays or foggers, which required leaving the house for
several hours, have been used twice in 2-week intervals and
then every two months during the flea season.

Treating animals and their living areas thoroughly and at the
same time is vital; otherwise some fleas will survive and re-
infect your pet. You may even need to treat your yard or
kennel with an insecticide, if the infestation is severe enough.

The vacuum cleaner can be a real aid in removing flea eggs
and immature forms. Give special attention to cracks and
corners. At the end of vacuuming, either vacuum up some
flea powder into your vacuum bag, or throw the bag out.
Otherwise, the cleaner will only serve as an incubator,

Pilot, Dick Sipp unloads one of the
six lab mix puppies.

2012 Pet Calendar

Entries are now being accepted for
the 2012 Pet Calendar. Visit www.
humane.org for more information
or pick-up an entry form at the
Animal Care Center located on San
Casa Drive or at any of our three
Thrift Store locations. Please note
that our entry rules have changed.

Thrift Store News

All Stores - 51% Off on the 4th Satur-
day of every month!

North Port - Stop by the Farmer’s
Market on the 2nd Saturday of each
month

Venice - Mondays - Stuff a bag with
clothes that have no pricetag for
$5.00, Wednesdays - All clothing
over $1.87 is 50% Off

Englewood - Stop-in for a wide
selection of boutique and speciality
items. Accepting quality donations.

releasing more fleas into the environment as they hatch. In
some cases, you may want to obtain the services of a licensed
pest control company. These professionals have access to a
variety of insecticides and they know what combinations work
best in your area.

As one might expect, flea control through these methods is
very time consuming, expensive and difficult. The good news
is that currently, with the newer flea products on the market,
flea control is much safer, more effective and environmentally
friendly. Current flea control efforts center on oral and topical
systemic treatments. These products not only treat existing
flea problems, they also are very useful for prevention. In fact,
prevention is the most effective and easiest method of flea
control.

It is best to consult your veterinarian as to the best flea control
and prevention for your pet. The choice of flea control should
depend on your pet's life-style and potential for exposure.
Through faithful use of these systemic monthly flea products,
the total flea burden on your pet and in the immediate
environment can be dramatically reduced. Keeping your pet
on monthly flea treatments especially in areas of high flea risk
is an excellent preventive method of flea contral.
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